Transposable elements and tumor progression.
Although the concept that transposable elements (TEs) have the potential to enhance their host genomic evolution is widely accepted, it is still generally assumed that TEs primarily owe their prosperity to replicative advantage because the immediate effects on their hosts are generally harmful. To mitigate deleterious impact, hosts employ a cosuppression strategy to tame these perilous elements. The peculiarity of this strategy, however, is that TEs, as targets of suppression, also serve as primary components of this 'TE immune system'. Based on this view, we propose a possible mechanism whereby TEs are involved in tumor progression.